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About the IPA Group

• The Institute of Public Accountants (IPA) is one of the three legally recognized professional 

accounting bodies in Australia; 

• The Institute of Financial Accountants (IFA) is one of seven recognized professional 

accounting bodies in the UK;

• In existence for nearly 100 years, founded in 1923;

• Supporting over 50,000 members and students in 100 countries;

• Offices in Australia, UK, China, Hong Kong and Malaysia;

• Acquired the IFA - UK in 2015;

• Acquired the Association of Accounting Technicians (AAT) of Australia in 2021;

• Full member of the International Federation of Accountants (IFAC); and

• Our members work within micro and small to medium sized enterprises (SMEs) or micro 

and small to medium sized accounting practices (SMPs) advising micro and SME clients.



Our IPA Group brands



Our mission

“To improve the quality of life of small business”

• The IPA Group is the world’s largest SME/SMP professional accountancy group

• Dedicated to supporting the SME sector

• More than 75% of our members own a small business or an accountancy practice 
serving small business clients



Certified Accounting Technician (CAT) program

Unique, Flexible and Global. 

Setting a new standard of education and recognition for accounting 
technicians.

Launched to IPA Group members in December 2021



Certified Accounting Technician (CAT) program

Overview:

• A first in the Australian market

• Set a new standard and brings a unique level of recognition for technicians in 

the marketplace, along with expanded career possibilities

• Created by the IPA Group and AAT leading practitioners running their own 

successful businesses

• Appropriate for BAS agents at all stages of their journey - whether as a sole 

practitioner and starting out in business or expanding or running a 

business/and team

• An opportunity to gain not only a recognised certification, but also contributes 

towards IPA Group/AAT member Continuing Professional Development 

requirements



Certified Accounting Technician (CAT) Program

Designed to address the on-going advancements and trends in the accounting industry

CAT

6 months to 
complete

9 modules

60 questions

50% pass rate
2 hour 

assessment

Non assessed 
self-reflection 

questions

Upon 
completion 
CAT badge 
awarded



Certified Accounting Technician Program



Questions & discussion

For more details please contact:

Catherine Cleary
Director New Markets and Alliances, IPA Group 

Email: catherine.cleary@publicaccountants.org.au
Mobile: +61 412 095 549

mailto:catherine.cleary@publicaccountants.org.au



